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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-4, 6, and 7 are currently presented and have been 
examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10 January 2007 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Park does not teach or suggest 
generating a license key at a user's information terminal. The 
Examiner respectfully finds this argument to be unpersuasive in 
view of the teachings and suggestions of Park. 

MPEP 2123 states: 

"A reference may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill the art, 
including nonpref erred embodiments. Merck & Co. v. Biocraft 
Laboratories, 874 F. 2d 804, 10 USPQ2d 1843 (Fed. Cir.)" 

Park discloses: 

"...a connection between a user and said software 
registration system which provides the software registration 
server with user registration, hardware registration, and 
software registration, the software registration [server] 
creating a license file based on these registrations ." (column 
2, lines 44-49) 
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"When the user begins registration, the user gets a partial 
user- ID file from the software registration server . After 
receiving the partial user- ID file, the user's software license 
control program attaches a public/secret key pair of the user 
and the public key of the registration server of the user to the 
partial user-ID file ." (column 3, lines 47-52) 

"Thus, in accordance with the present invention, software 
license control may be realized using an independent software 
registration server including creating secret/public key pair 
for a user by the user software license control program on the 
user computer ." (column 4, lines 32-36) 

"The user is registered to the software registration server 
once per person and receives a partial user- ID file from the 
software registration server. The user software license control 
program attaches the user secret/public key pair and the public 
key of the user's software registration server to the partial 
user- ID file that includes user information encrypted by user 
public key and is digitally signed by the server secret key . " 
(column 4, lines 46-54) 

In view of these teachings within Park, while Park does not 
expressly teach generating a license file at the user 
information terminal, Park does teach generating information in 
two different contexts and wherein the server generates the 
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license key. Since the claim fails to specifically recite any 
particular methods of generating the license key aside from 
using a broadly recited "information" to generate the key, these 
teachings within Park would have reasonably suggested to one of 
ordinary skill that, since the user's information terminal is 
capable of generating information and that the server generates 
the license key, a alternative nonpreferred embodiment wherein 
the user's information terminal is able to generate the license 
key would have been possible. Therefore, Park does reasonably 
suggest wherein the user's information terminal generates the 
license key and, therefore, Park does anticipate this limitation 
in accordance with MPEP 2123. 

The Applicant also argues that Park does not teach 
generation of a new license key. However, Park does disclose 
that the license key may expire or require refreshing (see at 
least column 5, lines 31-33) . Therefore, Park does disclose this 
limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over US Patent 6,260,141 Bl to Park. 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,252 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

Regarding claim 1, Park discloses an information 
distribution method for transmitting information to an 
information terminal connected via a network, comprising the 
steps of: 

downloading a program from a server managed by said network 
provider, or by an entity that has a tie-up with said network 
provider; (column 4, line 66-column 5, line 5) 

transmitting, to said information terminal of said user, 
information with which a license key that is referred to when 
said downloaded program is activated or executed and that 
disables at least a part of the function of said program when 
said program matches another predetermined license condition can 
be generated at said information terminal of said user; (column 
3, lines 44-46; column 3, lines 55-61; column 4, lines 56-59; 
column 5, lines 6-13) 

and transmitting, to said information terminal of said user 
after reconnecting to the server, information with which a new 
license key that is referred to when said downloaded program is 
activated or executed and that disables at least a part of the 
function of said program when said program matches another 
predetermined license condition can be generated at said 
information terminal of said user, (column 3, lines 44-46; 
column 3, lines 55-64; column 5, lines 30-34) 
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Park does not expressly disclose wherein a user, who uses a 
network via a network provider under a condition of payment of a 
connection fee, transmitting a connection request from an 
information terminal of said user to said network provider that 
includes a user ID from an information terminal of said user to 
said network provider, however, the Applicant has admitted that 
this subject matter was well known in the art at the time the 
invention was made by failing to seasonably traverse the 
Examiner's Official Notice. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include this well 
known subject matter with the teachings of Park since it was 
within the level and knowledge of one of ordinary skill to 
transmit a connection request that includes a user ID from an 
information terminal of said user to said network provider. 

Claims 4 and 6-7 are also rejected since claims 4-7 recite 
an information distribution method, software product, and 
program storage device that recite substantially the same 
limitations as recited in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Park discloses an information 
distribution method for transmitting information to an 
information terminal connected via a network, comprising the 
steps of: 
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transmitting a service menu screen, which is an initial 
screen, from said network provider to said information terminal 
of said user; transmitting, when said user selects a file for 
downloading an article on said service menu, a request for a 
connection with a file server from said information terminal of 
said user to said network provider; transmitting, when said file 
server receives said connection request, to said information 
terminal of said user a file downloading service menu or a menu 
that can be introduced into said file downloading service menu; 
(column 3, line 65-column 4, line 2) 

determining whether a program key, uniquely identifying a 
program type at said network provider, is present at said 
information terminal, and where said program key is not found to 
be present, transmitting, when said user selects the downloading 
of a desired file from said service menu, a file downloading 
request from said information terminal of said user to said 
network provider; (column 4, lines 2-4) 

generating a license key, based on specified downloaded 
program information, that is associated with said desired file 
that is selected by said user and with a user ID included in 
said file downloading request and assigned to said information 
terminal of said user, and information that is associated with a 
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license condition for a downloaded program;, (column 3, lines 47- 
57; column 4, line 33-64) 

downloading to said information terminal said license key, 
said program key, and said selected program file, said program 
file being capable of referring to said downloaded license key 
when said downloaded program is activated or executed, and 
capable of disabling at least a part of the function of said 
downloaded program, when said program matches a predetermined 
said licensing condition provided by reference (column 3, lines 
44-46; column 3, lines 55-61; column 4, lines 56-59; column 5, 
lines 6-13) ; 

transmitting said downloaded program specifying information 
from said information terminal of said user to said network 
provider; based on said user ID and said received downloaded 
program specifying information generating information from which 
a new license key can be generated; and transmitting said new 
license key to said information terminal of said user said 
information from which a new license key can be generated and 
generating a new license key at said information terminal of the 
user, (column 3, lines 44-46; column 3, lines 55-64; column 5, 
lines 30-34) 

Park does not expressly disclose wherein a user, who 
obtains a user ID and a password and employs a network via a 
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network provider under a condition of payment of a connection 
fee, activating a dialer at said information terminal, entering 
said user ID, said password and a telephone number for accessing 
said network provider, and transmitting a connection request to 
said network provider; checking, upon the receipt of said 
connection request for said network provider, said user ID and 
said password that are included in said connection request; 
transmitting, when the results obtained by the check are 
negative, a message used to notify said user of a connection 
failure; assigning, when the results obtained by the check are 
affirmative, an IP address to said information terminal of said 
user, and registering a set consisting of said user ID and said 
correlated IP address; transmitting said IP address assigned for 
said information terminal of said user; and disconnecting said 
information terminal of said user from said network provider. 

However, this subject matter was admitted by the Applicant 
and therefore it would have been within the level and knowledge 
of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to perform these steps in order to use a modem in order 
to remotely connect to a server in order to effect connecting to 
the Internet as is conventionally known in the art. 

Regarding claim 3, Park discloses an information 
distribution method for transmitting information to an 
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information terminal connected via a network, comprising the 
steps of : 

transmitting a service menu screen, which is an initial 
screen, from said network provider to said information terminal 
of said user; transmitting, when said user selects a file for 
downloading an article on said service menu, a request for a 
connection with a file server from said information terminal of 
said user to said network provider; transmitting, when said file 
server receives said connection request, to said information 
terminal of said user a file downloading service menu or a menu 
that can be introduced into said file downloading service menu; 
(column 3, line 65-column 4, line 2) 

determining whether a program key, uniquely identifying a 
program type at said network provider, is present at said 
information terminal, and where said program key is not found to 
presented, transmitting, when said user selects the downloading 
of a desired file from said file downloading service menu, a 
file downloading request from said information terminal of said 
user to said network provider; (column 4, lines 2-4) 

registering a user ID and said downloaded program 
specifying information with which said user ID is correlated; 
generating a license key, based on specified downloaded program 
information, that is associated with said desired file that is 
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selected by said user and with a user ID included in said file 
downloading request and assigned to said information terminal of 
said user, and information that is associated with a license 
condition for a downloaded program; (column 3, lines 47-57; 
column 4, line 33-64) 

downloading to said information terminal said license key, 
said program key, and said selected program file, said program 
file being capable of referring to said downloaded license key 
when said downloaded program is activated or executed, and 
capable of disabling at least a part of the function of said 
downloaded program, when said program matches a predetermined 
said licensing condition provided by reference (column 3, lines 
44-46; column 3, lines 55-61; column 4, lines 56-59; column 5, 
lines 6-13) 

searching for said downloaded program specifying 
information that is registered while correlated with said user 
ID; based on said user ID and said received downloaded program 
specifying information generating information from which a new 
license key can be generated; and transmitting said new license 
key to said information terminal of said user said information 
from which a new license key can be generated and generating a 
new license key at said information terminal of the user. 
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(column 3, lines 44-46; column 3, lines 55-64; column 5, lines 
30-34) 

Park does not expressly disclose wherein a user, who 
obtains a user ID and a password and employs a network via a 
network provider under a condition of payment of a connection 
fee, activating a dialer at said information terminal, entering 
said user ID, said password and a telephone number for accessing 
said network provider, and transmitting a connection request to 
said network provider; checking, upon the receipt of said 
connection request for said network provider, said user ID and 
said password that are included in said connection request; 
transmitting, when the results obtained by the check are 
negative, a message used to notify said user of a connection 
failure; assigning, when the results obtained by the check are 
affirmative, an IP address to said information terminal of said 
user, and registering a set consisting of said user ID and said 
correlated IP address; transmitting said IP address assigned for 
said information terminal of said user; and disconnecting said 
information terminal of said user from said network provider, 
however, this subject matter was admitted by the Applicant and 
therefore it would have been within the level and knowledge of 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to perform these steps in order to use a modem in order to 
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remotely connect to a server in order to effect connecting to 
the Internet as is conventionally known in the art. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL • Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
,is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley, can be 
reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/gen/ 
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